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Dear Mr. Watkins:

As a member of the Leadership to Keep Children Alcohol Free, and as a concerned

adult, I have been working to help stem the tide of underage drinking in our State

and across the Nation. I know that as a concerned educator, you, too, have sought to

encourage programs in our State's public schools to educate our youth about the

dangers of underage alcohol consumption -and a range of other potentially

PAImCIPAnNG dangerous risk-taking behaviors.
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We 

both are aware that the vast majority of our youth do not drink alcohol; we are
painfully aware of the potential repercussions for those who do -in lost educationalopportunity, 

lost health, and, unfortunately, lost lives. Most of all, we are aware thatthese 
behaviors can be prevented through our concerted effort undertaken in

collaboration with the parents of this State's youth. Most of our efforts have focused
on teen-age Americans. However, data strongly suggest we must reach down with
our messages to the late years of elementary school and middle school. Who better tocarry 

that message than the people to whom youth turn most often for advice: theirparents 
and their teachers.
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As the leading educator in our State -and the leader of educators in our State -I hope you will
recommend that the materials be used in classrooms across the State. encouraging local Boards of
Education to include the lessons as part of their fifth-grade curricula.

I have enclosed copies of both the teacher and parent/student materials so you are fully informed and
will consider the best use of these materials.

Daniel Mulhern
First Gentleman of Michigan
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